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Support Pins, Tonneau Bow
Austin Healey BN4 with the sliding/folding top frame (to(c)68959)
805-575 R/H 805-585 L/H

Parts Involved

Ref|OE Ref # |Moss # Description Qty
1 |14B7839 805-578 Support Pin, Tonneau Bar, L/H 1
2 |14B7838 |805-575 Support Pin, Tonneau Bar, R/H 1
3 |14B1997 |311-046 Dome Nut, Deep 4

NA |PMZ310 373-960 Screw, Pan Head, Phillips 4

NA |PWZ103 |315-055 Flat Washer 4

Please Note: All parts above sold separately at this time.
4 Aluminum cockpit rail, right hand side (for visual reference)
5 Backside of right rear quarter panel (for visual reference)

A Little History...

When the BN4 was introduced in May 1956, it was a huge
change from the BN1 and BN2 that it replaced. A new body
with a back seat, six cylinder engine, and a long list of new
features. One of the new ideas that must have sounded good
in the boardroom was a permanently attached, sliding and
folding top and top frame assembly.

It still sounds good — “... the top and top frame fold up and
disappear behind the rear seat back, ready to be raised in a
flash should inclement weather threaten...”

That turned out to be one of the features least liked by owners-
it was hard to put it up, and hard to fold it up and stow it away.
The number of cars that have had the original top frame
replaced indicates just how the owners felt about the idea. The
early BN4s also had a unique way to support the tonneau rail.
Two “pins” were secured to the top of the rear fender well
between the rear quarter panel and the body shell. The
tonneau support rail dropped down onto the pins. This design

was unigue and was not used on any other Healey. Demand
for a 2-seater (mostly from the US dealers) caused the factory
to suspend BN4 assembly in April 1958 so they could get the
BNG6 in production. A two-seater, it had a conventional “stow-
away” top and top frame. When the BN4 production resumed
in September 1958, the sliding and folding top frame had
disappeared along with the “pin mounted” tonneau support rail.
They were replaced by a top frame and tonneau rail that
dropped into sockets in the flat panel that covered the rear
fender wells.

Photes courtesy of Eric Grunden,
AbsolutelyBritish, Santa Maria, CA
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Installation Tips
The new support pins are made in
Australia by Kilmartin, and they
paint them black for rust
protection. All of the pins received
from Kilmartin are drilled for the 2
mounting screws. Some of the
holes are undersized and the #10-
32 (PMZ310) screws will not fit
without enlarging the holes a little.

We apologize for the extra trouble.

Kilmartin has been contacted.

Photos courtesy of Eric Grunden,
Absolutely British, Santa Maria, CA

Photos courtesy of Eric Grunden,
Absolutely British, Santa Maria, CA

The two screws with flat
washers come up from inside
the rear fender well, then they
go through the holes in the
support pin, after which they
are capped off with the extra
deep dome nuts.. A small
amount of sealant should be
placed on the inner fender
surface where the washer will
come to rest. After securing the
support pins with the dome
nuts, a dab of sealant on the
head of the screws will help
prevent water from being
wicked up inside the cockpit.
The factory parts books do not
mention any lock washers; you
may want to add one or use
blue Loctite to secure the nuts.

Credits: Created by Michael Grant on 25 September 2013 Revised by Michael Grant on 13 May 2014

Although every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and clarity of this information, any suggestions that you may have that will

improve the information (especially detailed installation notes) are welcome. Please use the simple email form on the “Contact Us”
page on the Moss website: http://www.mossmotors.com/AboutMoss/ContactUs.aspx If you prefer, you may call our Technical
Services Department at 805-681-3411. So many people call us for help that we are often not able to answer the calls as fast as we'd
like, and you may be asked to leave a message. We respond to every call for help as quickly as we can, which is normally within 2
business days, but when the volume of calls and emails is high, it may take longer. We apologize in advance for the inconvenience.

Moss Motors, Ltd.
440 Rutherford Street, Goleta, California 93117
In the US & Canada Toll Free (800) 667-7872 FAX (805) 692-2510 (805) 681-3400
Moss Europe Ltd.
Hampton Farm Industrial Estate, Hampton Road West, Hanworth Middlesex, TW13 6DB
In the UK: 020-8867-2020 FAX: 020-8867-2030
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